
CITY OF STEVENSON, WASHINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-1233 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 

STEVENSON, WASHINGTON, FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 

 

WHEREAS, the City Administrator of the City of Stevenson, Washington completed and placed 

on file a proposed budget and estimate of the money required to meet the public expenses, debt service, 

reserve funds, and expenses of government of the City of Stevenson for the 2025 fiscal year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Stevenson held public hearings regarding the 2026 

proposed budget on October 28, 2025, and November 20, 2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2026 proposed budget does not exceed the lawful limit of taxation allowed by 

law to be levied on property within the City of Stevenson for the purposes set forth in the 2026 budget, 

and the estimated expenditures set forth in the 2026 budget are necessary to carry on the government of 

the City of Stevenson. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Stevenson do ordain as follows: 

 

Section 1. Budget Adoption. The budget for the City of Stevenson, Washington for the year 

2026 is hereby adopted in its final form and content, a copy of which is on file with the City 

Administrator and available for inspection by the public at City Hall, 7121 East Loop Road, Stevenson, 

Washington, during normal business hours. 

 

Section 2. Appropriations: Estimated revenues for each fund of the City of Stevenson for the 

year 2026 are set forth in summary form on Exhibit A attached hereto, and are hereby appropriated for 

expenditure at the fund level as set forth on Exhibit A. 

 

Section 3. Transmittal. The City Clerk is directed to transmit a copy of the budget hereby 

adopted to the State Auditor’s office and to the Association of Washington Cities. 

 

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force January 1, 2026, or 

five days after publication according to law, whichever date is later. 

 

Passed by the City Council of the City of Stevenson this 20th day of November, 2025. 

 
Signature:  Scott Anderson  

 Scott Anderson (Dec 2, 2025 14:11:53 PST)  

Scott AndEemrsaoinl:, Mscaoytot.raonfdethrseoCn@itycio.sfteSvteenvseonns.owna.us 

 
ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Signature:  Robert Muth 
 Robert Muth (Dec 2, 2025 17:39:12 PST)  

Wesley WEomoattiel:n,wCeistyleAy@dmci.isntiesvterantsoorn.wa.us Robert C.EMmuatihl: 
City Attorney 

rmuth@kilmerlaw.com 
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Ordinance 2025-1233 Exhibit A 

2026 Initial Budget 

Estimated Revenues and Budgeted Appropriations by Fund 

 
   Budgeted Resources    Budgeted Appropriations 

  
Estimated 

   
Total 

    
Estimated 

 

Fund  Beginning Estimated Transfers Budgeted Budgeted Transfers Ending Total 

No. Name Cash Revenues In Resources Expenditures Out  Cash Appropriations 

001 General Fund 1,461,283 1,534,592  2,995,875 1,530,280 464,077 1,001,519 2,995,875 

010 General Fund Reserve 354,785 - - 354,785 -  - 354,785 354,785 

020 Fire Reserve Fund 2,126,548 50,000 275,077 2,451,625 275,077  - 2,176,548 2,451,625 

100 Street Fund 46,656 513,244 189,000 748,900 672,131  - 76,769 748,900 

103 Tourism Promotion 1,307,055 487,190 - 1,794,245 641,017   1,153,228 1,794,245 

105 Affordable Housing 27,251 5,000 - 32,251 -  - 32,251 32,251 

107 HEALing SCARS Fund 10,437 - - 10,437 -  - 10,437 10,437 

300 Capital Improvements Fund 306,406 20,000 - 326,406 -  - 326,406 326,406 

314 Lasher Street Improv. Fund - 450,000 - 450,000 450,000  - - 450,000 

400 Water / Sewer Fund 1,500,591 2,995,226 - 4,495,816 3,184,199 96,779 1,214,839 4,495,816 

406 WW Short-Lived Asset Res. 130,674 - 21,779 152,453 -  - 152,453 152,453 

407 WW Debt Res. 61,191 - - 61,191 -  - 61,191 61,191 

410 Wastewater System Improv. - - - - -  - - - 

415 Cascade Avenue Util Imp - - - - -  - - - 

420 Cascade Avenue Mitigation Fund 19,550 - - 19,550 -  - 19,550 19,550 

500 Equipment Service Fund 98,845 254,100 - 352,945 335,730  - 17,215 352,945 
           

  7,451,272 6,309,352 485,856 14,246,479 7,088,434 560,856 6,597,190 14,246,479 
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Where we are

TODAY

1 .  MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

I  am pleased to  present  the City ’s  2026 proposed annual
budget .  

This  budget  addresses  the counci l ' s  s t rategic  goals  of  Look and
Feel ,  Inf rastructure ,  Housing,  and Internal  Processes .  

This  budget  ref lects  the di l igent  preparat ion of  our  depar tment
managers ’  est imates  of  revenue and expenditure  for  2026
projects .  

This  budget  bui lds  on our  commitment  to  sound f inancia l
p lanning,  focus ing on opt imiz ing resources  and maximiz ing
ef f ic iencies .   

With the complet ion of  the waste  water  t reatment  p lant
upgrades ,  we have moved to  post- construct ion loan payments .
Thanks  to  a  prev ious  rate  study we have worked through a  rate
schedule  p lan to  address  th is  debt .  In  addit ion ,  we successful ly
passed the TBD levy  which wi l l  he lp  f latten rate  increases .  This
year  a lso  saw the pass ing of  the sewer  ordinance which wi l l
help  us  br ing on new rate  paying customers .

This  budget  as  presented is  balanced and includes  the expected
increases  in  contracted ser v ices ,  as  wel l  as  the reser ve funds
mandated by  ordinance .
  
I  want  to  express  my grat i tude to  staf f  for  submitt ing
reasonable  budget  requests .  I  a lso  commend the City  Counci l
for  i ts  commitment  to  rebui ld ing staf f  levels .

Mayor  Scott  Anderson
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Where we are

TODAY

1A .  MESSAGE FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Stevenson City  Counci l  and Community  Members ,

I t  i s  my honor  to  present  the City  of  Stevenson’s  proposed 2026 Budget  — a
comprehensive  f inancia l  p lan des igned to  susta in  essent ia l  ser v ices ,  invest
in  our  inf rastructure ,  and mainta in  the City ’s  long- term f inancia l  health .
This  document represents  months  of  analys is  and col laborat ion between
staf f ,  leadership,  and par tners .  I t  ref lects  our  shared pr ior i t ies  as  a
community  and a  cont inuing commitment  to  t ransparency,  accountabi l i ty,
and f isca l  responsibi l i ty.

In  recent  years ,  Stevenson has  made s igni f icant  str ides  in  address ing
complex  inf rastructure  chal lenges whi le  strengthening internal  operat ions
and improving ser v ice  del iver y.  The 2026 Budget  cont inues  that
momentum.  I t  prov ides  a  f ramework to  stabi l ize  our  f inancia l  base after
severa l  years  of  major  investments  and staf f  t rans i t ions .  Our  focus  th is  year
is  on re inforc ing the City ’s  core  ser v ices  — ensuring that  we meet
community  needs ef f ic ient ly  whi le  mainta in ing a  susta inable  f inancia l
out look .

The proposed budget  takes  a  measured,  conser vat ive  approach to
forecast ing revenues whi le  balancing necessar y  expenditures  for  publ ic
safety,  ut i l i t ies ,  and capita l  improvements .  I t  includes  ongoing investments
in  technology,  permitt ing ,  and staf f  t ra in ing that  wi l l  improve customer
ser v ice  and operat ional  e f f ic iency.  We have a lso  mainta ined healthy  reser ve
balances  to  safeguard against  economic uncer ta inty  and to  prepare for
future  oppor tunit ies .

As  we look ahead,  our  pr ior i t ies  are  c lear :  mainta in  f inancia l  s tabi l i ty,  invest
in  res i l ient  inf rastructure ,  suppor t  housing and economic grow th,  and
strengthen communicat ion with res idents  and businesses .  Each of  these
goals  i s  rooted in  our  v is ion of  Stevenson as  a  thr iv ing ,  welcoming
community  that  balances  progress  with preser vat ion .

I  would l ike  to  extend my grat i tude to  the Mayor ,  C i ty  Counci l ,  depar tment
directors ,  and City  staf f  for  their  dedicat ion and par tnership in  th is  process .
Together ,  we are  bui ld ing a  stronger  foundat ion for  Stevenson’s  future .

Wesley  Wootten
City  Administrator
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2 .  ABOUT STEVENSON
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Nest led a long the Columbia  River  Gorge ,  the City  of  Stevenson ser ves  as  the
county  seat  of  Skamania  County  and the gateway to  one of  the most  scenic  areas
in  the Paci f ic  Nor thwest .  Orig inal ly  founded in  the late  1800s and incorporated in
1908 ,  Stevenson’s  h istor y  i s  rooted in  i ts  ear ly  ro le  as  a  r iver f ront  community  bui l t

around transpor tat ion ,  t rade ,  and t imber .  Today,  the City  cont inues  to  b lend i ts
smal l - town character  with regional  tourism and outdoor  recreat ion ,  of fer ing

res idents  and v is i tors  a l ike  a  v ibrant  downtown,  strong community  spi r i t ,  and
unparal le led access  to  nature .

With a  populat ion of  just  over  1 ,600,  Stevenson prov ides  essent ia l  munic ipal
ser v ices  including water  and sewer  ut i l i t ies ,  publ ic  works  maintenance ,  p lanning

and development ,  and par tnerships  for  publ ic  safety.  The City ’s  e f for ts  to
modernize  operat ions  and plan for  long- term grow th cont inue to  ref lect  the va lues

of  stewardship,  co l laborat ion ,  and transparency.

2 .  HOW TO READ THIS BUDGET

This  document is  des igned to  be informat ive  and approachable  for  a l l  readers  —
whether  you’ re  a  res ident ,  bus iness  owner ,  or  pol icymaker .

Key Terms:
Fund :  A  separate  account  for  a  speci f ic  purpose (e .g . ,  General  Fund,  Street  Fund) .
Reserve :  Sav ings  set  as ide for  emergencies  or  future  projects .
Transfer :  Money moved between funds for  shared costs  or  capita l  pro jects .



Capital  Project :  A  major  investment in  bui ld ings ,  inf rastructure ,  or  equipment
that  has  a  mult i -year  useful  l i fe .
Debt Ser v ice :  Payments  on loans or  bonds that  fund major  capita l  projects .
Operat ing Expense :  Day-to-day costs  of  running c i ty  depar tments ,  including
personnel  and suppl ies .
Revenue :  Any money the City  receives ,  such as  taxes ,  ut i l i ty  payments ,  grants ,  or
fees .
Expenditure :  Any money the City  spends to  provide ser v ices ,  pay debt ,  or  fund
projects .
Enterprise  Fund :  A  fund that  operates  l ike  a  business ,  suppor ted by fees  instead
of  taxes  (e .g . ,  Water/Sewer  Fund) .
Intergovernmental  Revenue :  Funding received f rom other  government agencies ,
such as  the state  or  county.
Cost-of-L iv ing Adjustment (COLA) :  An annual  increase in  employee wages based
on inf lat ion .
Fiscal  Year  (FY) :  The 12-month account ing period used for  the City  budget
(Januar y  1–December 31 ) .
BARS Code :  The Budget ing,  Account ing,  and Repor t ing System used by
Washington c i t ies  to  ensure uni form f inancia l  repor t ing.
Levy :  The tota l  amount of  proper ty  tax  that  the City  col lects  in  a  g iven year .

3.  OVERVIEW OF CITY FINANCES

The City ’s  2026 budget  cont inues  a l l  core  ser v ices ,  funds ongoing capita l
improvements ,  and mainta ins  reser ves  consistent  with City  f inancia l  pol icy.  The
budget  ref lects  conser vat ive  revenue est imates  and disc ip l ined spending.

Financial  Snapshot
Total  Revenues :  $14 , 246 ,479

Total  Expenditures :  $14 , 246 ,479

Debt Outstanding :  $12 , 326 ,761

Revenues are  pr imari ly  generated through proper ty  and sa les  taxes ,  ut i l i ty  rates ,
state  and federa l  grants ,  and fees  for  permits  or  ser v ices .  Expenditures  are
grouped into  personnel  costs ,  operat ions  and maintenance ,  capita l  investments ,
and debt  ser v ice .
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4.  REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES AT A GLANCE
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Where the Money Comes From
Taxes (Property & Sales) :  The largest  share  of  General  Fund revenue.  Proper ty
taxes  are  l imited by  state  law to  a  1% annual  increase ,  p lus  new construct ion .

Uti l i ty  Revenues:  Col lected f rom water  and sewer  ser v ices .

Intergovernmental  Revenues:  Shared state  taxes  and grants  for  capita l
projects .

Charges for  Services:  Fees  for  permits ,  inspect ions ,  and other  ser v ices .

How the Money is  Spent
Personnel  Costs :  Wages and benef i ts  for  C i ty  staf f .

Operations & Maintenance:  Day- to - day costs  of  prov id ing ser v ices .

Capital  Projects :  One - t ime investments  in  inf rastructure .

Debt Service:  Payments  on long- term loans .
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The City  str ives  to  mainta in  a  balance between invest ing in  improvements  and
keeping operat ional  spending susta inable .

5.  MAJOR FUNDS

Each City  fund funct ions  l ike  i ts  own checking account  with dedicated
revenues and expenditures .  Below is  a  summar y of  the City ’s  pr imar y  operat ing
and capita l  funds .

General  Fund
Suppor ts  the City ’s  administrat ive  operat ions ,  law enforcement contract ,
p lanning,  bui ld ing,  and parks .  Major  revenue sources  include proper ty  and
sales  tax .

Highl ights :
-  Stable  revenue grow th expected.
-  Cont inued suppor t  for  p lanning and permitt ing modernizat ion .
-  Healthy  reser ve balance mainta ined above the 10% target .
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Street  Fund
Pays  for  street  maintenance ,  snow removal ,  chip  seal ing ,  and stormwater
systems.  Funded by gas  tax ,  local  sa les  tax ,  and inter fund transfers .
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TOURISM PROMOTION FUND
Suppor ts  market ing,  fest iva ls ,  and tourism inf rastructure  funded by the 4%
lodging tax .  A l locat ions  are  made annual ly  based on recommendat ions  f rom the
Tourism Advisor y  Committee .

WATER/SEWER UTILITY FUND
Operates  as  an enterprise  fund,  meaning i t  i s  suppor ted by  user  rates  rather  than
taxes .  Rates  were last  adjusted in  2024 to  ensure fu l l  cost  recover y  and capita l
replacement .

Highl ights :
 -  Cont inued loan repayment for  the wastewater  p lant .
 -  Funding for  preventat ive  maintenance and equipment replacement .
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Equipment Service Fund
Provides  for  maintenance and replacement of  C i ty  vehicles  and equipment .
Costs  are  charged back to  depar tments  based on usage.

The City  cont inues  to  invest  in  projects  that  improve safety,  re l iabi l i ty,  and
qual i ty  of  l i fe .

Capital  Improvements
Major  projects  p lanned for  2026 include:
 -  Cascade Avenue Ut i l i ty  Upgrades
 -  Sewer  L ine Replacement
 -  Downtown Streetscape Enhancements
 -  Water  Plant  Inf rastructure  Maintenance
 (See fu l l  detai ls  in  Appendix  C . )

Debt Overview
The City  carr ies  long- term debt  pr imari ly  for  ut i l i ty  inf rastructure .  Debt  levels
remain within  state  l imits  and are  suppor ted by  ut i l i ty  revenues .

6.  CAPITAL & DEBT
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7.  LOOKING AHEAD

The 2026 budget  suppor ts  severa l  st rategic  pr ior i t ies  ident i f ied by  the City
Counci l ,  including:

Financial  Stabi l i ty :  Mainta in  reser ves  and cont inue long- term planning for
susta inable  staf f ing and inf rastructure  funding.
Inf rastructure Resi l ience :  Pr ior i t ize  deferred maintenance and system
upgrades in  water ,  sewer ,  and transpor tat ion .
Community Development :  Suppor t  housing readiness ,  code updates ,  and
downtown rev i ta l izat ion ef for ts .
Transparency and Communication :  Cont inue improving publ ic  communicat ion
on City  f inances  and projects .

8.  APPENDICES

Appendix A :  Salary Schedule
Summar y of  pay  ranges for  a l l  C i ty  pos i t ions .
Appendix B:  Uti l i ty  Rates
Current  water  and sewer  rates ,  connect ion fees ,  and r ight- of-way permit  charges .
Appendix C:  Capital  Improvement Plan
Six-year  p lan out l in ing pr ior i ty  inf rastructure  projects .
Appendix D:  Debt Schedule
Detai led l i s t  of  loans ,  repayment schedules ,  and interest  rates .

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:db5d5f95-9abc-454c-a5f3-46e392b16905
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:424e482d-c85b-4e53-bb33-bcc843b77a23
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:4b6d8245-b27b-4f31-9c11-3795f034bf63
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:58515add-109f-4d2b-b36d-5dd2dd7bdc64
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