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Capitalize on Downtown’s Unique Setting.

Success means strengthening and building upon the natural 
environment—the Columbia River Gorge. Stevenson’s 
very existence is intertwined with the Columbia River. 
Providing better access, both visually and physically, is 
important historically, spiritually, and culturally, as well as  
economically. 

Over time, downtown’s linkage to the river has been 
weakened by barriers and planning decisions that have in 
many instances resulted in development turning a shoulder 
to the Gorge. A concerted effort to reimagine and repair the 
this connection with a series of corridors that feature the 
Gorge will attract visitors and residents alike.

The Reconnect to the River elements are:

 » Strengthen Gorge-Oriented Russell Avenue Corridor. 
Implement all planned street enhancements.

 » Establish a New Gorge-Oriented Rock Creek Drive 
Corridor. Provide new view corridor, roadway, walking, 
and biking linkage via Railroad Street.

 » Establish a New Gorge-Oriented Columbia Street 
Corridor. Enhance view corridor, enhanced roadway, and 
new walking and biking linkage over railroad tracks.

Reconnect to the River
RECONNECT TO THE RIVER

ESTABLISH GORGE-ORIENTED CORRIDORS (LOOKING SOUTH)

STRENGTHEN GORGE-
ORIENTED RUSSELL 
AVENUE CORRIDOR

ESTABLISH A NEW GORGE-
ORIENTED ROCK CREEK DRIVE 

CORRIDOR

ESTABLISH A NEW GORGE-
ORIENTED COLUMBIA STREET 

CORRIDOR

COLUMBIA STREET CORRIDOR RUSSELL AVENUE CORRIDOR ROCK CREEK DRIVE CORRIDOR
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Strengthen Gorge-Oriented Russell Avenue Corridor

Implement all planned street enhancements.

Success means strengthening the existing Gorge ‘window’ 
connection between the commercial core, the river, and 
Stevenson Landing. The physical improvements of the 
Russell Rebuild Project are important to complete. Other 
improvements should be advanced as well, and may include 
‘pedestrian accelerator’ projects that make it easier and 
more desirable for those leaving cruise lines to easily access 
current and future businesses.

Establish a New Gorge-Oriented Rock Creek Drive Corridor

Provide new view corridor, roadway, walking, and biking 
linkage via Railroad Street.

Success means providing motorists driving along 2nd Street 
with a view ‘window’ to the Gorge and development sites. 
Capturing this drive-by traffic is essential for the economic 
success of proposed westside mixed-use development along 
a new extension of Rock Creek Drive. The view window also 
improves access to new residential development and a 
direct linkage for those visiting Columbia Gorge Interpretive 
Center, staying at the Skamania Lodge, or attending an event 
at the County Fairgrounds along the existing Rock Creek 
Drive.

Establish a New Gorge-Oriented Columbia Street Corridor.

Enhance view corridor, enhanced roadway, and new walking 
and biking linkage over railroad tracks.

Success means providing motorists driving along 2nd Street 
with an enhanced view ‘window’ to the Gorge. Capturing 
this drive-by traffic is essential for the economic success of 
proposed mixed-use development along Columbia Street. 
The window also improves access between 2nd Street and 
eastside neighborhoods as well as the Port of Skamania. 
A complete connection will likely need to be phased as it 
will require more time for coordination and negotiation 
of an access route over the Burlington Northern Railroad. 
However, the benefits will be substantial, as it will offer an 
unobstructed, train-free connection with unmatched views 
in all directions from high above the trackway.

ROCK CREEK DRIVE EXTENSION RUSSELL AVENUE RE-ALIGNED COLUMBIA STREET
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Foster near-term, market driven, achievable development.

Success means pursuing and developing catalyst projects 
within a 5-year horizon. While current national and local 
market trends and demographics are favorable, this 
condition may not last forever. The current development 
cycle will slow at some point. Moreover, there are substantial 
community needs. Currently, a significant affordable multi-
family housing ‘gap’ exists. Urgent action to address the 
housing gap and achieve a better jobs/housing balance 
will help resolve social needs as well as result in substantial 
economic benefits for both residents and businesses.

Foster Catalyst Projects
FOSTER CATALYST PROJECTS

FIVE YEAR PROJECTS (LOOKING SOUTH)

COMPLEMENT BUT DO NOT 
COMPETE WITH 2ND STREET 

COMMERCIAL 

CAPITALIZE UPON NEAR TERM 
DEVELOPMENT OF VACANT AND 

UNDERUTILIZED SITES. 

CATALYST PROJECTCATALYST PROJECT
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